KINDERGARTERN
Expectations in Class

· Active Participation with singing and body movements

· Listening to and following teacher instructions

· Hands and feet to self

· Respectful of others, and musical instruments

Yearly Sequence of Skill Development

August and September:


Singing, Games, Action Songs, Finger Plays, Chants


Ear Training: Singing in Tune, Matching Pitches and Tone Matching


Listening Skills: SO-MI (through greetings and conversation); Feeling the Beat


Language Connection: Identify Animals and Animal Sounds


Movement, Loco-motor, Co-ordination Skills: Moving to the music (individually and in group circles); Pat and clap to the beat; Develop finger muscles through Finger Plays; Sing and do action together 

October:


Singing, Games, Action Songs, Finger Plays, Chants


Ear Training: Sing in tune (class, small group, alone); 

Listening Skills: Matching Pitches; Encourage individual singing; Speaking voice vs. Singing voice; Feeling the beat; LA-SO-MI in greeting and conversation; Steady beat awareness; Soft and Loud awareness; Radio Game


Language Connection: Farm Animals, Halloween terms


Movement, Loco-motor, Co-ordination:  Walk to beat in circle; Pass bean bags and balls in beat; Walk soft and loud – forward and back; Develop finger muscles through Finger Plays; Sing and do action together 

November and December:

Singing, Games, Action Songs, Finger Plays, Chants


Ear Training: Sing in tune (class, small group, alone); Matching Pitch; Voice Training (high/low)


Listening Skills: Feeling the beat;  Feel the silence (rest) in the beat; LA-SO-MI in greeting and conversation; Steady beat awareness; Soft and Loud awareness; Radio Game



Language Connection: Meadow Animals, Thanksgiving and Christmas/Holiday Terms

Movement, Loco-motor, Co-ordination:  Walk to the beat – forward, backward, slow; Learn to drum to the beat and pass the drum in beat; C
January:

Singing, Games, Action Songs, Finger Plays, Chants


Ear Training: Sing in tune (class, small group, alone); Matching Pitch; Voice Training (high/low, soft/loud, slow/fast)


Listening Skills: SO-MI-DO in greeting and conversation; More beat awareness; Feeling the silence with more awareness; Feeling the rhythm; Identifying rhythm and like patterns in songs with words and rhythm


Language Connection: Winter, Eskimos, Groundhog

Movement, Loco-motor, Co-ordination:  Walk soft and slow with drum and triangle; Continue developing finger muscles; Sing and do actions together

February:

Singing, Games, Action Songs, Finger Plays, Chants


Ear Training: Sing in tune (class, small group, alone – to be able to start a song alone); Match pitches; Radio game; Soft and Loud; Slow and Fast


Listening Skills: Greeting and conversation on SO-MI-RE-DO, or LA-SO-MI-RE-DO; Compare rhythm patterns; Feel and identify beat, silence and rhythm; Prepare for High and Low sounds


Language Connection: Valentine’s; Spring; Animals – birds, fishes with numbers and other
Movement, Loco-motor, Co-ordination:  Walk to the beat – soft and loud, fast on tiptoes; Pat hands with partners; Stamp, pat, clap, snap – alone and with partner; Sing and do actions together; Develop finger muscles
March:

Singing, Games, Action Songs, Finger Plays, Chants


Ear Training: Sing in tune (class, small group, alone – to be able to start a song alone); Match pitches; Radio game; Soft and Loud; Slow and Fast


Listening Skills: Greeting and conversation LA-SO-MI-RE-DO; Compare rhythm patterns; Feel and identify beat, silence and rhythm; Discriminate High and Low sounds; Identify similar melodic beginnings


Language Connection: St. Patrick’s Day; Spring; Easter; Clocks and Time

Movement, Loco-motor, Co-ordination:  Combine Speech and Movement in a Song – 4 step into center, 4 steps back, reach up/down/turn around, clap to either side, turn around and stamp, jump side-to-side and front-to-back, etc.

April:
Singing, Games, Action Songs, Finger Plays, Chants


Ear Training: Sing in tune (class, small group, alone – to be able to start a song alone); Create greetings with free improvisation to answer teacher greeting


Listening Skills: Greeting and conversation on MI-RE-DO-LA’-SO’-; Compare rhythm patterns; Feel and identify beat, silence and rhythm; Identify similar melody patterns (SSMSSM; SSLLSSM; DMS, etc.)


Language Connection: Zoo animals ; Colors

Movement, Loco-motor, Co-ordination:  Develop skipping, galloping, worm motion, flying; Connect words to actions such as nod, march, stretch, jump, hop, bow, point, stamp, etc.

May


Review music elements, movements and language connections. Prepare for final program.
