Paul E. Hill and Julia Mercer Hill Scholarship

Rules, Criteria and Guidelines
 
As established by the Scholarship Committee on April 11, 2000, the following are the rules, criteria and guidelines for selection of scholarship recipients.
 
Eligibility Requirements

 
Eligible Applicants
For awards to be distributed for the 2009-2010 school year, the committee will be accepting applications from members of the graduating class of 2009 of Carterville High School. 
Income
The rationale behind this award is to provide opportunities to students whose finances would prevent them from pursuing a post-secondary education.  Consequently, information gathered from the submission of 1040 forms, letters of reference and the interview process will be used to determine a candidate’s need.

 
Minimum GPA (High School)

Cumulative GPA of a minimum 3.0/5.0 
 
Disciplinary Record (High School)
Upon receipt of application the committee shall review the student’s disciplinary record.  Acts of gross misbehavior may disqualify the candidate from eligibility.  
 
Drive to Succeed
The applicant shall demonstrate the will and persistence to succeed in college.  This will be evaluated from the information provided in the application (regarding extra-curricular participation), the student’s attendance record, letters of reference, written essay, and interview process.

 
Number of Years of Attendance at Carterville High School
The applicant must have attended Carterville Community High School for a minimum of one academic year (at least 165 days) to be eligible for the award.  The applicant must be a graduate of Carterville High School. 
 
Application Process

 
Written Application
Students should pick an application form in the Guidance Office or download an application from the Carterville High School website.  It must be filled out completely and returned to the Guidance Office by the deadline stated in the cover letter.
 
Letters of Support
Three (3) letters of support are required for submission with the completed application.  One (1) letter must be from a current member of the faculty at Carterville High School, one (1) letter must be from a member of the community sufficiently familiar with the applicant to evaluate him/her, and one (1) letter may be written by a non-family adult of the candidate’s choosing.
 
Written Assignment 
A written essay will be required of each applicant.  It will be a major factor in determination of the award.  The topic will be determined annually.  It should be between 500 and 1000 words, typewritten, and of high academic quality.  The essay will be evaluated on the basis of content and the mechanics of writing. 
 

Continued Participation in the Program

(PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CAREFULLY)

 
Minimum GPA Once Enrolled in College Courses
The student shall remain in “good standing” by the enrolling post-secondary institution.

 
Minimum Hours Earned per Semester in College
The student must successfully earn 15 credit hours per semester.  Exceptions to this standard may be considered.  
 

Disbursements of Funds

(PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CAREFULLY)

 
Award Amount
The award amount will be determined annually.  The award will be based on the amount of interest money earned from the scholarship fund, the cost of attending John A. Logan College and the costs of attending various public institutions in Illinois and out-of-state colleges in Missouri and Kentucky.  
 
 
 
 
Disbursement of Funds
The committee shall determine the initial date for disbursements of funds and notify the recipients and their parents/guardians of that date.  Recipients are required to attend the initial meeting with their parents/guardian to receive the scholarship funds.  To continue to receive funding, recipients must provide at the immediate end of each semester the following evidence to the guidance department at Carterville High School: 1) their academic performance of the previous semester, 2) their “good standing,” with JALC or his/her college/university, and 3) their registration for the subsequent semester’s courses with John A. Logan or his/her university (minimum 15 semester hours).  Failure to attend the initial meeting and/or to provide the necessary documentation will disqualify the recipient from receiving funds.  The committee may consider highly unusual circumstances that prevent the student from attending the initial meeting. 
 
Payment Schedule
Disbursements shall be made regularly.  Prior to receiving this payment, the student will provide the above evidence. 

 
Disclaimers

(PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CAREFULLY)

 
Intent of the Award
It is the intent of the committee to fully fund the recipients’ education at John A. Logan College and provide funds that would help meet the cost of attending institutions such as those describe in “Award Amount”.  However, due to circumstances beyond the control of the committee, (i.e. interest rate fluctuations, increasing costs of college) this may not be possible.  Consequently, reception of this award is not to be considered a binding contract between the committee and the recipient for the full cost of all post-secondary, baccalaureate education expenses.  
 
