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Basic Design

Beyond 
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Basic Design

[Organized arrangement]of 

images & words to tell a story
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Solid basic design
How do you give it a 21st look?
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Establish a column structure

Most creative undertakings begin with a structure

ïEstablish four to 12 columns per page 

(Eight to 24 columns per spread have become standard)

ïCreate an eyeline that all design elements sit on or hang 
from.

ïAdd a vertical axis between columns. 

(The intersection of the horizontal eyeline and the 
vertical axis creates a focal point.)



inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

inspire

Inspire

inspire

Design steps
ÅDetermine foundational structure by dividing layout into 

columns of equal sizes

This spread is divided into 8 equal columns
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Designrules

1 column

3 columns

2 columns
2 ½

3 ¾

1 ¼

ÅAll elements begin &  end on a column
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24 or more vertical columns
(12 per page or more)

For more possibilities, divide each one of the eight columns

into three smaller columns
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16 horizontal rows
Divide the page into horizontal grids as well as vertical grids
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1 grid

3 grids
2 grids

etc.

Designpossibilities
Because all elements begin and end on a grid, adding more 

mini-columns provides more opportunities
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Basic Design

BEGIN HERE
with a 
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Design a creative headline/copy presentation for each section

Advanced Design


