8th Grade Language Arts Syllabus

Mrs. Hubbard, Room 431
Phone:  985-6411

E-mail:  mhubbard@cartervillelions.com
Course Description:

This course will include topics and assignments such as spelling, vocabulary, writing skills, grammar, genres of literature, e.g., poetry, short stories, drama, novels etc., presentations, speeches, collaborative projects, study skills, free reads, quarterly reviews, class participation, and high school preparation.  AR will be utilized for 2 quarters: second and fourth.

Course Objectives: 

1. Apply word analysis and vocabulary skills to comprehend (reading) selections.

2. Apply reading strategies to improve understanding and fluency.

3. Comprehend a broad range of reading materials.
4. Understand how literary elements and techniques are used to convey meaning.

5. Read and interpret a variety of literary works.

6. Use correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and structure.

7. Compose well-organized and coherent writing for specific purposes and audiences.

8. Communicate ideas in writing to accomplish a variety of purposes.

9. Listen effectively in formal and informal situations.

10. Speak effectively using language appropriate to the situation and audience.

11. Locate, organize, and use information from various sources to answer questions, solve problems, and communicate ideas.

12. Analyze and evaluate information acquired from various sources.

13. Apply acquired information, concepts, and ideas to communicate in a variety of formats.

Materials Needed:

· Blue or black pens; pencils
· 3-ring binder, 1”-1 ½ ”, clear view (It is important that you get this ASAP), with dividers (5 will suffice)

· Loose-leaf paper, college rule
· 70 sheet (one-subject) notebook, college rule
Recommended Materials:

· Flash drive/floppy disk
· Reinforcement Tabs (to fix torn holes in loose-leaf paper) 

Success:

This class is one in which you will need to understand that there are high expectations set for you.  Since the class periods are 90 minutes, we cover extensive amounts of material IN CLASS; therefore excessive absenteeism and failing to get homework can cause your grade to reflect your attendance habits.  Choosing to come to class prepared, participation, and completion of assignments will all be factors in your grade.

