AR Guidelines and Expectations

Language Arts

Mrs. Motsinger
1. AR gives you an opportunity to make your own reading choices and to discover the potential of books. AR provides you with a chance to grow as a reader, exercise independence, and enjoy yourself along the way! The guidelines below are designed to help assure you of a successful AR quarter. 

2. You are expected to enter the room each day with your AR book and AR folder, which must include your log.

3. Unless special permission has been granted, all books selected should be within your range.

4. We will read AR for approximately 20 minutes of the Language Arts block four days a week and for an extended period one day a week (usually Friday). 

5. Points will be awarded each day to students with the required supplies (book, folder, and log) and who read diligently for the full AR time. At the end of each week, these AR participation points will be tallied and recorded as part of your “Classwork” grade. 

6. When you are absent, participation points will only be awarded if you read for 20 minutes at home and bring a note from a parent/guardian verifying that the reading was done. The note must specify the date that the absence occurred.

7. At times, additional AR activities may be required in class. Full participation in these activities will be a part of your AR grade.

8. There is a standing homework assignment of 30 minutes of AR reading per night. Outside-of-class reading must be documented in your AR log.

9. Folders are to be open on your desk during the entire reading time. The previous day’s reading record should be documented before class. Keep all completed log pages in your folder; do not throw them away until the end of the quarter.

10. Your name, range, goal, book title, point value, and reading level should be written on each log page. Remember, each time a new page is started (including when you start the back side of the same page), this information must be re-copied.

11. Testing is considered a legitimate part of the reading time. All tests MUST be taken in our classroom. 

12. No test can be taken on a book that is not documented in your AR folder. Your log, which should include both in-class and out-of-class documentation, must be signed by Mrs. Motsinger before you can begin your test. 

13. You may not take a test on a book you have previously read. A list will be provided to you of AR tests you have taken in the past to help you remember which books you have already read.

14. During testing, no paper, pencil, or books should be near the computer, and there should be no talking to other students. After the test is finished, make sure that the computer is back to the MENU screen and LOG OFF the computer.

15. When your TOPS report prints out, Mrs. Motsinger will pick it up and will return it to you once it has been reviewed and signed. The TOPS report should then be filed in your AR folder.

16. When you finish testing, you may get a new book at that time. If no book is selected, you have the responsibility to get a book on your own time before the next class day. Failure to do so will result in the loss of the next day’s reading points.

17.  Books may be checked out from the school library, Mrs. Miller’s library, or Mrs. Motsinger’s library. You must obey all library/classroom rules and maintain good behavior in the halls to maintain this privilege.

18. Any lost or damaged books will result in payment of the book’s replacement price.

19. You will receive two grades for AR: one for the percent of your goal that you reach (100 points) and one for your average percent correct on tests (100 points).  These two grades will account for 30% of your grade for the quarter. (Participation points will be included as part of your Classwork grade, not AR.) Your progress on your goal and your success on tests have the potential to greatly help or harm your Language Arts grade this quarter; the choice is in your hands! 

20. Please keep me informed about books you would like to be added to our AR collection. I am always interested in what you want to read, and the best suggestions come from you!

