 7th Grade Social Studies 
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Welcome 7th Graders!  

In Social Studies this year we will cover American history from the American Revolution through the Civil War.  We will also be completing units on geography and the United States Constitution.

I am looking forward to starting the 2009-2010 school year.   This is an exciting year for everyone.  With all of the excitement also comes an increase in responsibilities on your part.  You will find that you enjoy switching classes throughout the day and that you will be able to make it to each class on time if you stay on task.  There will be consequences for arriving late so please get to class on time!
I truly want each of you to be successful in my class this year.  I will do my part to make that success occur.  If you need help please ask and we can arrange a time to meet and work together or individually.  If you ever have questions about an assignment or the material we cover please ask me.  
I am happy to announce that we now have access to our textbook on-line.  This can be very helpful if you are absent or simply forget to bring home your book.  The activation code you will need to set up your account is: 2479492-210.  This site is really neat and I encourage each of you to try it!  You can follow the link on my webpage to do this.
Below is a list of rules and procedures for my classroom.  These procedures will apply each day unless you are told otherwise.

Classroom Rules

1. Respect others in class.

2. Come prepared for class.  (bring all supplies & assignments)

3. Remain seated while I am speaking.

4. Don’t destroy property.

5. Remain seated until you are dismissed.


Detentions


After school detentions will be assigned through the office.  Reasons for detention include but are not limited to tardiness, chewing gum or eating candy in class without permission, disrespecting anyone in the classroom, misbehaving for a substitute, and blatantly disobeying the classroom behavior guidelines.  The detention policy can be found in the student handbook.
Classroom Procedures


When the tardy bell rings…

1. Be in your seat ready to begin quietly.

2. Place any social studies assignment on your desk so it is ready to be collected and/or graded.  

3. Wait quietly for instruction from teacher.

When turning in an assignment…

1.  Have your name (first & last), hour and date on the top right corner of paper.

When it is time to be dismissed…
1.  Continue working until the bell rings or I tell you to put your things away.  Don’t sit with nothing to do in anticipation of leaving.  Use your time well.

2. Stay in your seat until you are dismissed.

3. Leave the room quietly and in an orderly manner.
Grading Procedures
You will be responsible for turning your work in on time.  I will not ask you for work again and again. (including absent work-there’s that responsibility thing mentioned earlier!) 

Handbook policy will be followed for assignments during excused absences, extended absences, absences due to school-related activities, and absences due to out-of-school suspensions.

Each student’s lowest homework grade each quarter will be dropped.  In addition, any student who has completed and turned in every homework assignment for the quarter will be rewarded with 25 extra credit points.  

A conduct grade will be assigned based upon adherence to the classroom behavior guidelines.  Conduct grades are used to determine which students qualify for special privileges in the school.
I am looking forward to a great year with all of you.  I hope to have the opportunity to meet with your parents. They may call be at 985-6411 to schedule a conference or email me at school, bmckinnney@cartervillelions.com.  If you have any questions or concerns, please ask.  I am always here to help if you need me.

Sincerely,

Mrs. McKinney
**Please keep this paper in the front of your binder’s Social Studies section for reference.
