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“There is no end to the adventures that we can have if only we seek them with our eyes open.[image: image2.jpg]
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” ~Jawaharlal Nehru
Adventure Overview
Welcome to Mrs. Miller’s 7th Grade Language Arts adventure! Here, you will engage in many kinds of activities as we read, discuss, and explore various types of literature on topics ranging from shipwrecks and aliens to talking animals, deserted islands, and young adults like you. Additionally, we will study grammar, vocabulary, and spelling, all of which will help you become a better writer, reader, speaker, and thinker. As a class, we will learn and practice effective techniques for composing strong essays and for writing creatively. During our adventure this year, we will gain new insights not only into the world around us, but also into ourselves.
Ship Manuals
· Literature (Prentice Hall)

· Language and Sentence Skills Practice: 1st Course (Holt, Rinehart, and Winston)
· Warriner’s Handbook: 1st Course (Holt, Rinehart, and Winston)

· Spelling Workbook (Modern Curriculum Press)

· Wordly Wise Book 4 (Educators Publishing Service)

· Supplemental readings (novels, poems, short stories, etc.) throughout the year

Survival Kit
· Writing utensils (blue or black and red pens, pencils, highlighters)

· Loose-leaf paper in binder
· Binder with a language arts section 

· Two-pocket folder with prongs (for AR)

· Two-pocket folder for writing portfolio

· AR or independent reading book (bring one every day, even if not an AR quarter)
· Literature book and grammar textbook and workbook (issued in class)

Grading

1st and 3rd Quarter:

· Homework (30%) 

· Classwork/Participation (30%)
· Tests/Quizzes/Projects (40%)

2nd and 4th Quarters:

· AR (30% of your grade)

· Homework (25%)
· Classwork (20%)
· Tests/Quizzes/Projects (25%)

*Progress reports will be sent home periodically throughout the year for parent signature.
 Survival Tips
S--- Show respect to all students, teachers, and authority figures

U---Utilize your time wisely

R---Remember where you are…a classroom is not a playground environment

V---Value education

I---  Improve your language arts skills daily

V---View all classmates as equals

A---Arrive on time with all survival kit resources

L---Learn to use your ears more than your mouth. You’ll become wiser!
Consequences
Each student begins the quarter with 100 point participation/preparation grade.  5 points will be deducted each time the student is not prepared for class or disrupts the education of other students.
In addition to a preparation/participation slip, students who choose to demonstrate inappropriate behavior/conduct may be subject to any of the following consequences:
· verbal warning

· conference with the teacher

· additional assignments

· parent conference

· loss of privilege

· lunch or after-school detention

· alternative educational setting

· referral to the principal

Passes

· You are expected to use your passing periods wisely. Passes will be issued ONLY in your planner—bring your planner to class every day.
· You will be given a short break during most language arts blocks. You are expected to take care of bathroom, water, and locker needs during the break or your passing period time—NOT during class.

Homework Policy

1) Homework makes up a significant portion of your grade and should be both complete and on-time. Late assignments turned in by the next class period will receive 50% credit. Assignments received after that point will receive a ZERO. 
2) Your homework must be with you at the start of class. Assignments left at home or in your locker are considered late.
3) You are responsible for all homework, notes, and assignments that you miss when you are absent. Absent work must be turned in promptly in the designated bin. Getting the assignments and notes you missed is YOUR responsibility!  Do not wait for me to ask for them.
4) Long-term assignments (tests, essays, weekly vocabulary/spelling packets, etc.) are expected on their regular due-date, even if you were absent.
5) Whenever possible, let Mrs. Miller know in advance that you will be absent. 

6) Helpful reminders about homework assignments are on Mrs. Miller’s web site. Check it out!

web site: http://www.cartervillelions.com/intersch/teachers/miller/index.html
email: jmiller@cartervillelions.com
