May 9, 2011
Dear 8th Grade Parents and Families,

We are excited to inform you about a great learning opportunity in which your son or daughter will be participating.  On Thursday and Friday, May 19th and 20th, our 8th grade class will go on a field trip to Giant City State Park and Little Grassy Lake.  This trip is tied to the science study of ecosystems.  

The field trip will be facilitated by the Land for Learning Institute, an environmental and outdoor education organization.  These are the same educators who lead the 5th grade wetland/swamp canoe program as well as the 4th grade field trip.  This is a terrific opportunity to use hands-on methods to study ecosystems, plants and animals, geology, and local cultural history.  Your student will have a chance to hike in Giant City, canoe on Little Grassy Lake, collect and analyze scientific data, and to experience traditional early “technologies.” Each of these activities will have an educational focus and fit into our classroom studies.

We will leave each day at the beginning of school and return at the end of the school day.  Students will need to bring a sack lunch each day, unless they wish to have one packed for them by our kitchen staff.  We will take a lunch count for CIS lunches the week before the field trip.  Please see the back of this letter for a list of additional items students need to bring and a description of how to dress for the event. 

Most of the cost of the trip will be paid for by grants; however, each student will need to bring $5 to cover the rest of the cost of the activities.  Please send the money with your son or daughter by Tuesday, May 18th.  Money should be turned in to Ms. Weger. 
 If you would like to help with this trip, please consider donating any of the following:
· Five additional dollars 

· Hand sanitizer

· Wet wipes 
Please contact Mrs. Ballestro to coordinate your donation. 

Student safety will be a top priority in this “outdoor classroom.”  Please remind your student that the same behavior expected in school is expected on their field trip.  Students will need to listen carefully to instructors and be respectful during the group activities.  Please review the behavior expectations on the back of this letter.  Failure or inability to behave appropriately may result in a student being asked to sit out the rest of the activity.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Weger by e-mail or phone (call after 3:00, please).  We are looking forward to this 8th grade “Eco Ed-Venture!”

The 8th Grade Teachers
