Who’s Who in Astronomy
Ptolemy (~ 140 CE)
· Greek astronomer

·  Used careful mathematical calculations to 



expand on ancient theories

· Wrote a book that combined all the ancient knowledge


of astronomy that he could find
· His theory predicted the motions of the planets better than 


any other theory at the time

· His theory was widely accepted (most popular) for 



over 1500 years

Copernicus (~1543)
· Polish astronomer

· Published new theory that disagreed with old theory

· His theory was not accepted until after his death

· Believed that the sun was at the center of the solar system

· Suggested that the Earth was a relatively small and unimportant



part of the universe

Tycho Brahe (~ 1580’s)
· Danish astronomer

· Made the most detailed astronomical observations ever



recorded so far

· Used several large observation tools that aided accuracy

· Believed the sun and moon revolved around the Earth, 



but the other planets revolved around the sun

· His precise observations of planets and stars helped future



astronomers

Johannes Kepler (~1609)
· German astronomer

· Former assistant to another major astronomer

· Analyzed former colleague’s data to make new conclusions

· Said all of the planets revolve around the sun in elliptical orbits



and the sun is not in the very center

· Stated the three laws of planetary motion that are still used today

Galileo Galilei (~ 1609)
· Italian astronomer

· First astronomer to look through telescope and record



detailed observations of objects in space
· Discovered craters and mountains on Earth’s moon

· Discovered four of Jupiter’s moons

· Discovered sun spots and the phases of Venus

Isaac Newton (~ 1687)
· English scientist/mathematician

· Stated the three laws of motion

· In understanding the three laws of motion, came up with



the law of universal gravitation 
· Showed that all objects attract each other through gravitational 



force; the size of the force depends on the size of the objects 



and distance between them

· Through the law of universal gravitation, explained why the 



planets orbit the sun and don’t fly off into space
Edwin Hubble (~1924)
· American astronomer

· Showed that the fuzzy or spiral shaped bodies in space



Were other galaxies

· His data confirmed that the universe is bigger than our galaxy
· Has a telescope located in space named after him

· Known as a “modern” astronomer
