8th Grade Science: Course Syllabus

Teacher: Ms. Shannon Weger

Phone:  985-6411, Ext. 243

Email:  sweger@cartervillelions.com
Course Objectives and Description

Students will: 

· Demonstrate an increased awareness and understanding of how science is present in our everyday lives. 

· Exercise science skills of inquiry, observation, data collection, measurement, critical thinking, data interpretation, drawing conclusions and communication. 

· Work together and independently to design and carry out scientific investigations. 
8th- grade Science is a “HOMECOMING” of sorts…we will be studying our home planet—Earth-- all year long from many different angles.  LIFE makes Earth unique, so we’ll overview the diversity of life on Earth and how scientists categorize from simple to complex (bacteria to humans).  We’ll be learning about the earth from SPACE (astronomy—solar system, stars, galaxies).  We’ll also examine what makes up the EARTH  inside and out (earth science—minerals, rocks, water, weather).  And, finally, we’ll come back to life on Earth to study how living things (including people) interact (ecology) and ultimately affect their homes- Earth.  
Classroom Expectations/Rules

1. Show RESPECT for people  ~~ listen to the person talking
                         

           ~~ use appropriate language

           ~~ be considerate and helpful to classmates & teacher

2. Show RESPECT for property  ~~ keep work area neat and clean

   
   ~~ take care of science equipment and supplies

   
   ~~ ask before taking anything of another’s


   ~~ do not throw things

3. Come to class prepared and on time (with homework done and 

                 







ALL materials needed)

4. Complete and submit assignments on time 

(YOU are responsible for picking up and turning in missed work during excused absences.)

5. Participate-- share ideas during class discussions and be on-task during small   group work (meaning talk about the assignment, not your social life)

Daily Materials

· Science textbook

· Three-ring binder with dividers and paper

· Pen or pencil (no gel pens please; must be readable)

· School planners
Classroom Consequences

Unless otherwise noted, all policies and consequences regarding student behavior are the same as those outlined in the Parent/Student Handbook, found in the beginning of school planner.  

Please note below the specific consequences that apply to science class AND the expectations from page 1.
Students who choose not to follow the student rules or classroom expectations will receive**:


1st Offense:
Verbal warning


2nd Offense:
Written warning in Grade Book


3rd Offense: 
Referral to Mr. Webb and/or lunch detention

4th Offense:
Parent phone call/conference and referral to Mr. Webb
**Severe cases (including blatant disrespect) may result in immediate referral, and/or removal and/or a parent conference.

So, a student who forgets to do his or her homework should still bring it to class to work on, as it is probably part of that day’s lesson.  If this happens again, a written warning will be made and a zero earned.  On the third time, the student would earn a referral as well as zero points.  *Keep in mind that late work may be accepted for half credit up to ONE DAY beyond the due date.
Grading 

Students may earn points from a number of different sources.  In general, this is an approximate breakdown of where the points will come from:


Homework:

25%








(Worksheets, reading notes, projects)


In-class work: 
25%

(Labs, projects, participation/on-task behavior) 

Tests and quizzes:
40%


Binder:

10%

(See binder guidelines)

To figure a grade, divide the total number of points earned by the total number of points possible.  See page 21 in the Handbook/Planner for the grading scale. 

Aim high, choose success, challenge yourself, ask questions, and have fun!

We, the student and parent, have read and discussed the above course material.  I, the student, fully understand and agree to make my choices with these guidelines in mind. 

Please initial here and keep this in your binder for your records, then sign the separate slip for Ms. Weger’s records.  Thank you.  
Student Initials  _________________

 




         
      
Parent/Guardian Initials __________

