8th Grade Science

BINDER GUIDELINES

As mentioned in your syllabus, your binder is worth approximately 10% of your grade in this course.  This can raise or lower your grade one letter!  Below you will find the template for organizing your binder.  You will receive all the points for your binder if you:

1. Keep your binder organized according to this template.

2. Keep all your materials (notes, homework, etc)in your binder.

3. Have your binder with you EVERY day, at the beginning of class.
“Why do I have to keep a binder this way?”   

· As you become a more independent learner it is very important that you learn and practice the skills of keeping yourself organized and taking responsibility for your learning materials. 

BINDER SECTIONS AND CONTENTS:

1. NOTES…these should be kept on loose-leaf paper.  Using a pen or pencil is your own choice. Date your notes and keep in order!  This section includes notes from class and notes that you will take on textbook reading assignments.  
2. HOMEWORK/WORKSHEETS…this includes anything that goes home as homework (whether it is on a worksheet or on your own paper) and worksheets (even if done in class.)
3. LABS…this section will contain your data, reports and records of work we do in class during our investigations.

4. UNIT GUIDES…this is for the study guides you will receive and complete for each unit.

5. OTHER…you will use this section for projects, or handouts, or returned quizzes and tests, or just anything else.

*Remember to keep your syllabus at the front of the binder!!

