        August 16, 2010

                     


Dear Parents and Students:


Welcome back!  I’d like to take a moment to introduce myself and let you know about what to expect in science this year.

This is my fifth year as the eighth grade science teacher here at CIS.  I am happy to be a member of the CIS faculty because I know this school and community are dedicated to student learning.  As a part of the 8th grade teaching team, I vow to help our students build their individual talents and help them through their difficulties.  I will challenge students to achieve academically.
Before coming to CIS, I worked for nearly 12 years as an outdoor and environmental educator.  Although I taught students of all ages, my specialty was with middle school students.  My classrooms were the trails, lakes, and rivers of southern Illinois and southern Missouri.  I still try to get outside as much as possible with my family.  I am married with two daughters, one in kindergarten and one entering first grade.  We spend a lot of time together outdoors whether swimming, hiking, canoeing or camping, or just playing in the back yard.  I look forward to taking my students into several “outdoor classrooms” this school year!
In science class, we will be using a number of different methods to learn as much about the world around us as we can.  Students can expect to use the textbook, the Internet, and other published resources to gather information.  They will often be working in teams for labs or other class investigations, so it is important that each person pull his or her own weight.  I expect students to come to class ready to learn and participate.  While there is a lot of support in my classroom, each student is ultimately responsible for her or his own grade.  Grades are not given; they are earned.

I hope that this is the first of many communications we will have.  Parents, I am available by phone, email, or in person when you have questions or comments.  I also invite you to visit our science classroom.  I hope to meet all of you and look forward to working together to have a great year of learning in science!

Attached you will find a copy of the science course syllabus, grading policy, and binder guidelines.  Please review this material together, sign it, and bring it back to class.  Parents, in addition, if you are available by e-mail, please provide your e-mail address.

Sincerely, 

Ms. Shannon Weger

8th Grade Science Teacher

