









Dear Readers,

Every few weeks, as superintendent of Carterville Community Unit School District No. 5, I will be writing an article for the Courier.  The purpose of these articles is to keep the Tri-C community better informed of pertinent school issues.  Each article will focus on a subject that seems to be of particular interest to the community.

This article will focus on the issues dealing with our new high school construction project.  I know many of you have asked,  “What is going on?  Where do we stand?  What can we do to help?”

As you know, the taxpayers overwhelmingly approved a bond referendum in the spring of 2003 to build a new high school.  Seven million dollars of bonds were sold to 1) replace the roof and completely air-condition the intermediate school and 2) add our local share ($6.2 million) to State dollars to build a new high school.  Item 1 was completed promptly.  We were able to start this school year on a full day schedule without having to dismiss school due to the heat.

The construction of a new high school has not progressed as well.  We are waiting on the State to provide its share of construction dollars so that our project may begin.  I am sure that many of you have watched the “goings on” in Springfield with interest as lawmakers and the governor battle over a capital expenditures budget.  It was our hope that a capital budget would be approved in the November veto session and we could begin construction as early as this summer.  The veto session was uneventful. Nothing was approved.

Where do we now stand?  Please keep in mind that there were 21 schools (Johnston City and DuQuoin to name a few) that submitted their applications for State funding in 2002 prior to our submittal in 2003.  By law, those school will be funded first.  The cost to fund the construction for all 21 schools from the 2002 submittal cycle is approximately 121 million dollars.  In addition, as the law is written, Chicago schools receive 20% of any new money for school construction.  That increases the figure to about $150 million.  The governor’s proposal is to support school construction to the tune of $500 million per year for 4 years.  That proposal is being met with resistance until a funding source can be identified.

We have begun preliminary site and building designs, and we will continue to stay the course regarding the design phase.  Once State dollars are secured, the bidding process and, ultimately, construction will begin.  Our property has been purchased, and we have completed construction of softball and baseball fields.

Some may be asking, without a guarantee from the State, why did we move so quickly to sell our bonds?  As was mentioned during our referendum campaign 1) the needs at the intermediate school were immediate, and 2) the State required districts to secure their local share in order to become a higher priority for funding, and 3) interest rates were at an all time low, and we were able to sell our bonds and secure an extremely low rate.

What can you do to help?  Please remain patient with us as you have.  We are doing everything possible to stay the course, conserve and invest bond funds, and continually stay in contact with our state and local legislative leaders.  You can help by contacting area legislators (names and numbers below) to express your concern and share our need for State dollars. The construction delay for our new high school is costly to the District.  Our local investment is generating a little more than 2% annually in interest while construction costs are rising by a significantly greater amount.  You can see the dilemma.

Once again, I want to express my appreciation for the Tri-C communities’ support of our schools.  I hope this information has been helpful.  If you have questions, please feel free to contact me at 985-4826.

Tim Bleyer, Superintendent

